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GOULBURN REGIONAL ART GALLERY UNVEILS MAJOR MIKALA DWYER WALL
PAINTING ON LOAN FROM THE NATIONAL GALLERY OF AUSTRALIA AS PART OF
SHARING THE NATIONAL COLLECTION INITIATIVE

Goulburn Regional Art Gallery is delighted to announce the installation of Wall painting (2020) by
internationally recognised Australian artist Mikala Dwyer, on loan from the National Gallery of
Australia as part of Sharing the National Collection Initiative.

Installed directly on the fagade of the Gallery’s building and extending more than twenty-eight
metres, Dwyer’s vibrant wall painting is a bold and iconic work that transforms the built
environment and provides the community and visitors with direct access to a major installation by
one of Australia’s most internationally esteemed contemporary artists.

A leading voice in Australian art since the 1980s, Dwyer is celebrated for her boundary-pushing
sculptural and installation practice. Her work explores our relationship with space, material and
form and draws on ideas of family, history, memory, belief, science, ritual and the supernatural.
Art historian Susan Best has described Dwyer’s practice as shaped by a knowing engagement
with the dense and complicated history of abstraction, noting that its mystical and spiritual
traditions guide her.

Dwyer’s vast and ephemeral wall paintings, which she often refers to as spells, resonate with
nineteenth century artists such as Hilma af Klint and Emma Kunz. Their abstract works were
created in dialogue with the spiritual world, and this installation brings that lineage into the heart
of Goulburn, offering audiences an immersive introduction to one of Australia’s most significant
contemporary artists.

Yvette Dal Pozzo, Director, Goulburn Regional Art Gallery said “Positioned at the entrance to the
Gallery, the installation will be a major drawcard for both our local community and visiting
audiences, a vibrant and dynamic expression of contemporary art. Our mission is to bring leading
artworks, artists and arts experiences to Goulburn, and this loan offers an exceptional opportunity
for our community to experience the work of one of Australia’s most celebrated artists.”

Director of the National Gallery, Dr Nick Mitzevich, said the program was continuing to be a
collaborative success with regional galleries.

“This exciting partnership with Goulburn Regional Art Gallery reflects the National Gallery’s
commitment to sharing powerful contemporary art with communities across Australia.”

Minister for the Arts, Tony Burke, said displaying the work in a public space makes it accessible
for art enthusiasts and those just passing by.

“Our Sharing the National Collection program has given regional audiences a chance to see
things that normally don’t make it out beyond our major cities.

“The national collection belongs to the entire nation, not just to Canberra.”

Member for Eden-Monaro, Kristy McBain said the Goulburn community will have the unique
opportunity to enjoy a significant piece in the town’s centre.

“This program is a great way to share the national collection with regional Australia.



“The stunning adaptation of Mikala Dwyer’s work will be a great addition to the Goulburn
Regional Art Gallery and offer locals and visitors another reason to visit the gallery.

This loan has been made possible through Sharing the National Collection, a National Gallery of
Australia initiative supported by the Australian Government and acknowledged by The Hon Tony
Burke MP, Minister for the Arts. The program provides support for the costs of transporting,
installing and insuring works in the national art collection so they can be seen and experienced in
public galleries throughout Australia.

This work of art is on long-term loan from the National Gallery of Australia with support
from the Australian Government as part of Sharing the National Collection.
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Minister for the Arts Tony Burke and Director of the National Gallery, Dr Nick Mitzevich in front

of Mikala Dwyer’s, wall painting, 2020, synthetic polymer paint, dimensions variable, install image
National Gallery of Australia, National Gallery of Australia, Kamberri/Canberra, Purchased 2020
© Mikala Dwyer.

Connect with Goulburn Regional Art Gallery goulburnregionalartgallery.com.au |
artgallery@goulburn.nsw.gov.au | @goulburnregionalartgallery | (02) 4823 4494
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